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UPCOMING EVENTSUPCOMING EVENTS

Q&A from Judge Linda Scott
Presiding Juvenile Court Judge

Q

Foster Children can find missing pieces in Lifebooks

Continued Page 2

• No• No• No• No• Novvvvvember 28ember 28ember 28ember 28ember 28
ThankThankThankThankThanksgiving Dasgiving Dasgiving Dasgiving Dasgiving Dayyyyy
CASA Office closed

• December 7• December 7• December 7• December 7• December 7
HolidaHolidaHolidaHolidaHoliday Py Py Py Py Party farty farty farty farty for CASor CASor CASor CASor CASAAAAA
VVVVVolunteerolunteerolunteerolunteerolunteersssss

• • • • • December 12, 6 p.m.-9December 12, 6 p.m.-9December 12, 6 p.m.-9December 12, 6 p.m.-9December 12, 6 p.m.-9
p.m.p.m.p.m.p.m.p.m.
Case Selection MeetingCase Selection MeetingCase Selection MeetingCase Selection MeetingCase Selection Meeting
Juvenile Court Complex –
Durango, Juvenile Probation
Administration Building, Room
223

• December 17, 6:3• December 17, 6:3• December 17, 6:3• December 17, 6:3• December 17, 6:30 p.m.0 p.m.0 p.m.0 p.m.0 p.m.
WWWWWest Vest Vest Vest Vest Valleallealleallealley Py Py Py Py Peer Greer Greer Greer Greer Groupoupoupoupoup
MeetingMeetingMeetingMeetingMeeting
At the home of Donna
Spence

• December 18, 1:3• December 18, 1:3• December 18, 1:3• December 18, 1:3• December 18, 1:30 p.m.0 p.m.0 p.m.0 p.m.0 p.m.
ScottScottScottScottScottsdale Psdale Psdale Psdale Psdale Peer Greer Greer Greer Greer Groupoupoupoupoup
MeetingMeetingMeetingMeetingMeeting
At the home of MaryLou
Davis

Arizona’s Children
Association is a not-for-profit,
privately funded, agency
focused on children (and their
families) who are a part of the
child welfare system of Arizona.
The Life Books program is just
one of many therapeutic tools
we utilize in an effort to help
this population of children
become whole and healthy.
Simply put, it is a “pretty
therapeutic tool,” We are
packaging a not-so-pretty past
in such a way as to make it
approachable.  It gives a child
who has been in foster care for
years and years the truth about
their past.

Our children are often
separated from their siblings
and may live in up to 15
different foster homes or
shelters by the time they are a
teenager. All the while they are
trying to recover emotionally

CASA Kaye McCarthy’s
scrapbooks are more than just
an attractive keepsake.

The “Lifebooks” she
makes for her CASA children,
are keys to a murky past and
an open future.

“I believe a lot of times
children in foster care feel
adrift, and they lose a sense of
who they are,” McCarthy said.
“These books simply validate
who they are.”

McCarthy discovered the
therapeutic Arizona Children’s
Association Lifebook program
more than 2½ years ago
during her CASA orientation
training.

Now, McCarthy, never
meets with the CASA children
without a camera and spends
a lot of time on her living room
floor sifting through mounds
of information. McCarthy said
the Lifebooks take six months
to make and  generally involve
a lot of “detective” work,
including looking through the

child’s case files and contact-
ing people who might have
photos or documents relating
to the child.

Aside from cementing the
bond between her and the
CASA child, McCarthy said the
Lifebook helps children keep
track of their lives from
placement to placement.

“They tend to lose a
sense of permanency,” said
McCarthy. “These books give
them a sense of where they’ve
been.”

CASA Kaye McCarthy

Lifebooks; Where to start?
By Annette Hill

What do you think the
impact of model court and the
court improvement process
has been on children moving
through the dependency
system?  How does it affect the
parents on a dependency case?

The impact of the court
improvement process has been
dramatic.  A study comparing
1996 and 1999 showed a 43%
reduction in the time it took
the court to reach a perma-
nency decision in dependency
cases.  This means that

children do not
remain in legal
limbo as long.
The effort to
accelerate the permanency
decision means that services
must be provided to parents
earlier in the case.  It is my
impression that the Depart-
ment of Economic Security and
Value Options are providing
services more quickly than in
years past, but I am concerned
that with the anticipated
budget cuts necessitated by
the recent revenue shortfalls,

the ability of DES to continue
to provide timely and effective
services to parents will be
compromised.  The Judges of
the Juvenile Court in Maricopa
County are committed to
timely and effective handling
of dependency cases.  We have
made adjustments in the past
to balance caseloads so the
dependency cases can receive
the attention they deserve.  We
will continue to review case
processing and outcomes to
provide appropriate oversight
of these very important cases.
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State CASA Program
Manager Linda Wright
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Arizona CASA children have friend in non-profit foundation
Arizona Friends of Foster Children Foundation

Arizona Friends of
Foster Care Foundation
(AFFCF) is a non-profit
charity organized in 1983 by
members of Arizona’s
Supreme Court Foster Care
Review Board.  AFFCF’s
mission is to provide children
in out-of-home care with
quality educational, social
and physical opportunities
that will promote self-esteem
and enrich their lives while
they live through the most
difficult of circumstances.

To accomplish their
mission, AFFCF provides
three categories of on-going
programs, general awards,
scholarships and the Jan
Lindsey Awards.

GenerGenerGenerGenerGeneral Aal Aal Aal Aal Awwwwwararararards ds ds ds ds are
available to children that are
adjudicated wards of the
state of Arizona.  Applica-
tions for funding can be
submitted to AFFCF by foster
parents, CPS caseworkers,
CASA’s, FCRB members,
relative placements, group
homes and others associated
with foster children.  How-
ever, all applications must be
signed by the child’s case-
worker stating that the child
is an adjudicated ward of

Aid to CASA – Part III
A continuing series highlighting

the organizations that support
the CASA Program

Arizona’s court and that the
caseworker has given per-
mission for that child to
participate in the specified
request.  AFFCF
General Awards
are available, but
not limited to:

• High
school/primary
school expenses
such as; tutoring,
field trips, enrich-
ment courses, social events,
mementos

• Legal services (not
funded by the state)

• Medical/Optical
services (not funded by the
state)

• Dental/Orthodontia
(not funded by the state)

• Music lessons/
instrument rental/instrument
purchase

• Camp fees/equip-
ment

• Bicycles, skate-
boards, roller blades, scoot-
ers (helmets, locks, knee
pads)

• Gymnastic, dance,
karate, swimming and other
lessons

• Athletic membership/
equipment

• Clubs/groups

• Vacation trips
• Theme park admis-

sions
• Travel expenses
• Young Adult Program
Awards are not provided

for services funded by the
state, and must be for the

direct benefit/use of the
foster child.  AFFCF does not
fund home improvements or
other care provider expenses.

ScholarScholarScholarScholarScholarships ships ships ships ships are
available for a maximum of
three years at the community
or junior college level; a
maximum of five years at
university level; or a combi-
nation of community college
and university, for a total
commitment of ten semesters.
Scholarships are funded at
$1,000 per semester for two
semesters, or $2,000, per
academic year.

Vocational and trade
school awards are provided
for the duration of the
specific program, not to
exceed five years.

The primary criterion is

that the applicant has to be
either a current or former
ward of the state of Arizona.

Jan LindseJan LindseJan LindseJan LindseJan Lindsey Ay Ay Ay Ay Awwwwwararararardsdsdsdsds, in
collaboration with the CASA
program, are presented to
children in the CASA program

who have shown
major personal
and academic
improvement over
the past years.

The award
consists of a
certificate, $50

cash and a $100 U.S. Savings
Bond.

Our children are our
future!  AFFCF was created
for the purpose of “dealing
with specific needs and
desires of the individual
child.”  By providing for these
individual needs we say to
the child, “Someone cares
about you, wants to help and
wants to see you succeed.”
Our collective responsibility
is the care and nurturing of
our children in foster care,
children who have been
removed from their homes as
a result of abandonment,
abuse and neglect.

For these children the
opportunities and experi-
ences AFFCF provides can be
life-changing. Call the AFFCF
office for more information at
602.252.9445.

from the fact that their parents
may have assaulted them,
neglected them, or were simply
in too much trouble to give the
love and care they need and
deserve. As they age, these
children often have many
feelings with only vague
memories of past events, but
not enough factual information
to help them sort through it all
in order to resolve and move
on. A Life Book seeks to be a

tool to facilitate just such a
recovery.

We are trying to give
these kids the basic under-
standing of who they are based
on where they have been and
what they have experienced.

The targeted group of
children are ages 10-18 that
may have emotional issues,
and that have been in foster
care for a long time. Younger
children are not able to process
their past and are not ready for

this type of therapeutic tool.
Lifebook volunteers

attend a four-hour group
training where we teach what
to expect from children who
have endured these types of life
experiences, how the child
welfare system works, how to
conduct research, and best of
all, how to scrapbook! A binder
is issued containing a “map” of
the project.

Next is a meeting with the
CPS Case Manager to get an

overview of the child’s life and
then the volunteers spend the
next few weeks pouring over all
of the child’s files. Using the
large amount of information
in the casefile, volunteers
send out letters and makes
phone calls requesting infor-
mation, such as letters of
encouragement and photos.

Once all of the informa-
tion has been gathered, the

Lifebooks, From Page 1

Continued Page 3

By Jan Chisum
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Get to know Yvonne Sleight
Yvonne Sleight has been

a CASA since February 2001.
She discovered CASA when
ordering holiday cards
through a National CASA
program fund-raiser. “Vonnie”
has advocated for the well
being of one child who was
successfully reunited with her
family. She continues to work
for the program with the
Speaker’s Bureau.

YYYYYou haou haou haou haou havvvvve the re the re the re the re the reputeputeputeputeputationationationationation
and histand histand histand histand history oory oory oory oory of being af being af being af being af being a
vvvvvolunteer eolunteer eolunteer eolunteer eolunteer extrxtrxtrxtrxtraoraoraoraoraordinairdinairdinairdinairdinaireeeee.....
Please tell us about yPlease tell us about yPlease tell us about yPlease tell us about yPlease tell us about yourourourourour
vvvvvolunteer eolunteer eolunteer eolunteer eolunteer experiencesxperiencesxperiencesxperiencesxperiences.....

I started informal
volunteering when I was very
young because it was a part of
what my family did. When I
was a teenager, I was a
“Candy Striper” at a hospital,
and later was active in
starting a volunteer program
for a hospital that had never
used volunteers. I belonged to
a children’s hospital volunteer
guild.

Later, I did volunteer
work in the political arena, for
candidates whose causes I
wanted to support. I served as
Chairman of the Bicentennial
Committee for my local
community in Washington
state and as a business fund
raiser for the event.

Later, I focused my
volunteering on children in

need, collecting and delivering
food and clothing to schools
for distribution, and organiz-
ing Easter basket assembly
and distribution to these
schools.

WhWhWhWhWhy hay hay hay hay havvvvve ye ye ye ye you been soou been soou been soou been soou been so
genergenergenergenergenerous with yous with yous with yous with yous with your tour tour tour tour talentalentalentalentalentsssss
and time?and time?and time?and time?and time?

It is not generosity! I was
taught that you have a respon-
sibility to the community for
your own good fortune.

If yIf yIf yIf yIf you wou wou wou wou wererererere give give give give given $1en $1en $1en $1en $1
million that ymillion that ymillion that ymillion that ymillion that you had tou had tou had tou had tou had to givo givo givo givo giveeeee
aaaaawwwwwaaaaayyyyy, what is the fir, what is the fir, what is the fir, what is the fir, what is the firststststst
vvvvvolunteer effolunteer effolunteer effolunteer effolunteer effort yort yort yort yort you wou wou wou wou wouldouldouldouldould
fund? Whfund? Whfund? Whfund? Whfund? Why?y?y?y?y?

Pappas School, because
the more children they can
reach with education, the less
lost opportunities there will
be.

If yIf yIf yIf yIf you wou wou wou wou wererererere give give give give given $1en $1en $1en $1en $1
million, that ymillion, that ymillion, that ymillion, that ymillion, that you could spendou could spendou could spendou could spendou could spend
tttttotototototally on yally on yally on yally on yally on yourourourourourself, hoself, hoself, hoself, hoself, howwwww
wwwwwould yould yould yould yould you spend it?ou spend it?ou spend it?ou spend it?ou spend it?

I wouldn’t know how to
do that. I already have every-
thing I want.

ApparApparApparApparApparently moneently moneently moneently moneently money isy isy isy isy is
not what motivnot what motivnot what motivnot what motivnot what motivates yates yates yates yates you tou tou tou tou to doo doo doo doo do
good wgood wgood wgood wgood workorkorkorkorksssss. What’. What’. What’. What’. What’s the bests the bests the bests the bests the best
thing ything ything ything ything you eou eou eou eou evvvvver did that coster did that coster did that coster did that coster did that cost
yyyyyou nothing?ou nothing?ou nothing?ou nothing?ou nothing?

Read stories to children
in the hospital.

YYYYYou’vou’vou’vou’vou’ve ve ve ve ve volunteerolunteerolunteerolunteerolunteered fed fed fed fed fororororor
childrchildrchildrchildrchildren, the elderly and theen, the elderly and theen, the elderly and theen, the elderly and theen, the elderly and the
sick. Hosick. Hosick. Hosick. Hosick. How do yw do yw do yw do yw do you select whatou select whatou select whatou select whatou select what
issues yissues yissues yissues yissues you’rou’rou’rou’rou’re going te going te going te going te going tooooo
champion?champion?champion?champion?champion?

From what appears to
me to be the greatest need at
any given time.

YYYYYou’rou’rou’rou’rou’re helping get thee helping get thee helping get thee helping get thee helping get the
wwwwwororororord out about the CASd out about the CASd out about the CASd out about the CASd out about the CASAAAAA
prprprprprogrogrogrogrogram bam bam bam bam by putting infy putting infy putting infy putting infy putting informa-orma-orma-orma-orma-
tion in medical dirtion in medical dirtion in medical dirtion in medical dirtion in medical directectectectectoriesoriesoriesoriesories.....
What else do yWhat else do yWhat else do yWhat else do yWhat else do you haou haou haou haou havvvvveeeee
planned that maplanned that maplanned that maplanned that maplanned that may helpy helpy helpy helpy help
rrrrrecruit morecruit morecruit morecruit morecruit more CASe CASe CASe CASe CASA vA vA vA vA volun-olun-olun-olun-olun-
teerteerteerteerteers?s?s?s?s?

When I believe someone
would be a great CASA, I take
them to lunch and talk about
the program. CASA is over-
whelming to many at first, and
often it takes several discus-
sions. My best friend and
stepdaughter in Washington
have now become CASAs in
the Seattle area, but it took
many discussions before they
realized it was something they
could commit to.

What do yWhat do yWhat do yWhat do yWhat do you thinkou thinkou thinkou thinkou think
kkkkkeeps people freeps people freeps people freeps people freeps people from becomingom becomingom becomingom becomingom becoming
vvvvvolunteerolunteerolunteerolunteerolunteers?s?s?s?s?

Many people don’t
realize their own potential.

When yWhen yWhen yWhen yWhen you livou livou livou livou lived ined ined ined ined in
WWWWWashingtashingtashingtashingtashington Ston Ston Ston Ston Stateateateateate, y, y, y, y, you wou wou wou wou wererererereeeee
friends with a judge whofriends with a judge whofriends with a judge whofriends with a judge whofriends with a judge who

initiated the CASinitiated the CASinitiated the CASinitiated the CASinitiated the CASA prA prA prA prA progrogrogrogrogramamamamam
thertherthertherthereeeee. T. T. T. T. Tell us about someell us about someell us about someell us about someell us about some
initiativinitiativinitiativinitiativinitiatives that wes that wes that wes that wes that workorkorkorkorked wed wed wed wed wellellellellell
thertherthertherthere that ye that ye that ye that ye that you’d likou’d likou’d likou’d likou’d like te te te te to seeo seeo seeo seeo see
implemented herimplemented herimplemented herimplemented herimplemented hereeeee.....

While I knew the judge
socially, I was not involved
with the program. However, I
have followed its growth and I
feel the greatest thing going for
the program there is the
number of volunteers they
have. This has enabled them
to extend CASA to the Family
Court, which is in great need
of the CASA program.

EvEvEvEvEveryeryeryeryeryone seems tone seems tone seems tone seems tone seems to hao hao hao hao havvvvveeeee
a secra secra secra secra secret ambition thatet ambition thatet ambition thatet ambition thatet ambition that
thethethethethey’vy’vy’vy’vy’ve not ye not ye not ye not ye not yet fulfilled.et fulfilled.et fulfilled.et fulfilled.et fulfilled.
What’What’What’What’What’s ys ys ys ys yourourourourours?s?s?s?s?

Maybe I’m just very
fortunate, but I can’t think of
any ambition I haven’t already
fulfilled.

What’What’What’What’What’s the best advices the best advices the best advices the best advices the best advice
a para para para para parent or friend eent or friend eent or friend eent or friend eent or friend evvvvver gaer gaer gaer gaer gavvvvveeeee
yyyyyou?ou?ou?ou?ou?

You have the ability to be
and do anything you can
dream of.

What’What’What’What’What’s the best advices the best advices the best advices the best advices the best advice
yyyyyou eou eou eou eou evvvvver gaer gaer gaer gaer gavvvvve a child?e a child?e a child?e a child?e a child?

You have the ability to be
and do anything you can
dream of.

What’What’What’What’What’s the best thing as the best thing as the best thing as the best thing as the best thing a
child echild echild echild echild evvvvver said ter said ter said ter said ter said to yo yo yo yo you?ou?ou?ou?ou?

I love you.
scrapbooking begins. Each
book will have about 30 to 40
pages, which we will color
copy and archive in case the
child ever loses their Life book.

At the end of the six
months, there is a giant party
and each volunteer presents
their book with a little story
about the experience. Some
kids rip their book open and
closely examine every detail
while others seem to want to

have their first look in private.
The little ones go over all of the
photos and the older kids tend
to go right to the narrative.
Some laugh out loud at the first
sight of themselves as “little
kids,” for many have never
seen a photo of themselves as
an infant or toddler. Reactions
are mixed when viewing photos
of their biological parents or
siblings.

The narratives are written
in such a way as to show that

this “situation” was not their
fault and that the events came
about due to decisions their
parents made.  For many foster
kids this may be the first time
anyone has said, “It was not
your fault and there was
nothing you could have done to
change the outcome.”

The Life Books informa-
tion aids in the formulation of
better questions about the past
thereby giving the children the
opportunity to put feeling to

rest and let them go. We also
create “future pages” such as,
”My First Car and My Gradua-
tion” so that the child can see
that while the past may have
been rough, the future holds
hope and that happy times are
to come.

 If you are interested in
doing a Life Book for your
CASA child, you may contact
Annette Hill, Life Book Coordi-
nator, with Arizona Children’s
Association at 602-234-3733,
ext. 111.

Lifebooks, From Page 2
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Peer Group Meetings
Please note that somePlease note that somePlease note that somePlease note that somePlease note that some
December peer grDecember peer grDecember peer grDecember peer grDecember peer groupoupoupoupoup
meetings hameetings hameetings hameetings hameetings havvvvve beene beene beene beene been
momomomomovvvvved because oed because oed because oed because oed because of thef thef thef thef the
holidaholidaholidaholidaholidayyyyysssss. The changed. The changed. The changed. The changed. The changed
dates ardates ardates ardates ardates are listed in thee listed in thee listed in thee listed in thee listed in the
EvEvEvEvEvententententents Calendar ands Calendar ands Calendar ands Calendar ands Calendar and
online .online .online .online .online .

ScottScottScottScottScottsdalesdalesdalesdalesdale – 1:30 p.m.,
last Wednesday of every
month, home of MaryLou
Davis.
East VEast VEast VEast VEast Valleallealleallealley y y y y –  6:30 p.m.-
8 p.m., third Thursday of
every month, Hosted by
Greg Broberg.
CentrCentrCentrCentrCentral Phoenixal Phoenixal Phoenixal Phoenixal Phoenix –   6:30
p.m., third Wednesday of
every other month,  at the
homes of alternating hosts
Marcia Rysdon and
Doreen Sweiss.
Phoenix - Phoenix - Phoenix - Phoenix - Phoenix - 6:30 p.m.,
second Saturday of every
month at home of Peiggi
Clements
WWWWWest Vest Vest Vest Vest Valleallealleallealley – y – y – y – y – 6:30 p.m.,
fourth Thursday of every
month, at the home of
Donna Spence.

Please call the mainPlease call the mainPlease call the mainPlease call the mainPlease call the main
CASCASCASCASCASA oA oA oA oA office –ffice –ffice –ffice –ffice –
602.5602.5602.5602.5602.506.4083 –  f06.4083 –  f06.4083 –  f06.4083 –  f06.4083 –  for peeror peeror peeror peeror peer
grgrgrgrgroup host phoneoup host phoneoup host phoneoup host phoneoup host phone
numbernumbernumbernumbernumbersssss.....

November
Michelle Wright, , Pat Holmes,
Laurie Laughlin, Cheryl
Hitson, Kim Baker, Joseph
Smith, Vicky Avina, Tammy
Bly, Marilynne Clancy, Linda
Carthen, Georgia Clubb,
Kimberly Hare, Claudia
Crittenden, Donna Shemer,
Marilyn Priebe, Christine
Downing, Mary Denz
DecemberDecemberDecemberDecemberDecember
Mary-Jeanne Fincher, Shelley

Gray, Barbara Parham,
Deborah Donofrio, Fran
Christofolo, Erica Castro,
Scott Robertson, Vicky
Goodrum, Laurie Griffith,
Natalie Mauvais, Sharon
Reichman, Norman Plambeck,
Jean Nesunski-Hess, Peiggi
Clements, Sandra Price,
Deanna Williamson,
Catherine Nagy, Ray Bloyed,
Laura Malinasky, Laura
Owsley

CASA Kudos

From the Foster Care
Review Board:
The Foster Care Review Board
commended the following
CASAs for their continued
dedication to the children on
their cases:

• Marshall Porter
• Brenda Cox
• Amy McDonald
• Donald Groth
• Sarah Ghazi
• June Anderson

From the Court:
Judge Silvia Arellano

commended CASA, LLLLLaurieaurieaurieaurieaurie
GriffithGriffithGriffithGriffithGriffith, for bringing to the
Court’s attention that her
CASA children needed attor-
ney representation.

Clarification was needed
to distinguish the GAL and the
children’s attorney as one
attorney was playing both

roles.
Judge Andrew Klein

complimented CASA, BrBrBrBrBrendaendaendaendaenda
CoCoCoCoCoxxxxx, for all of her efforts in
attempting to locate an
adoptive placement for the
child.

Commissioner Steven
Holding acknowledged AmAmAmAmAmyyyyy
Besing’Besing’Besing’Besing’Besing’s s s s s court report during a
Sept. 13 hearing: “…very
thorough report; thank you
very much.”

From CPS
The case manager on

KKKKKarararararen Nelson’en Nelson’en Nelson’en Nelson’en Nelson’s s s s s case was
very impressed with the
amount of time that Karen
spends with the children.

A case manager praised
Flo SmithigerFlo SmithigerFlo SmithigerFlo SmithigerFlo Smithiger in the following
court report: “This report
cannot be complete without
mentioning the many special
efforts the CASA in this case
has made.

She has gone much
further than visiting the
children to see how they are
doing. Flo Smithiger has
taken the children to various
places. She has arranged for
chiropractic treatment for
(child). She has arranged a
summer reading program for
him, and most recently, dealt
extremely swiftly to see that
he was not misused by the
local school system. It should
also be noted that she has
attempted to make many
contacts with the mother. Flo
has been an exemplary CASA
that the Court can be very
proud of.” The case manager
also said that the credit for
(child’s) improved behavior
“has to be given to the CASA
as she noted a lack of
structure in her visits to the
group home. She asked and
received a change of group
home for the Director.” Also,
when a problem developed at

his school, Flo was able to
keep it from becoming a
serious problem: “while this
case manager was attempting
to contact the principal at “C”
school, the CASA was in
contact with the principal at
“D” school. With her help and
persistence, we had a meeting
with the school psychologist
… Arrangements were made
for (child) to be enrolled and
that he receive an updated
test to determine whether or
not he needs some special
education assistance and if an
IEP should be scheduled.”

Happy Birthday CASAs

The CASThe CASThe CASThe CASThe CASA PrA PrA PrA PrA Progrogrogrogrogram’am’am’am’am’sssss
vvvvvolume oolume oolume oolume oolume of vf vf vf vf volunteerolunteerolunteerolunteerolunteers iss iss iss iss is
incrincrincrincrincreasing steadilyeasing steadilyeasing steadilyeasing steadilyeasing steadily. Because. Because. Because. Because. Because
ooooof limited space in ourf limited space in ourf limited space in ourf limited space in ourf limited space in our
nenenenenewwwwwsletterslettersletterslettersletter, w, w, w, w, we will bee will bee will bee will bee will be
discontinuing thediscontinuing thediscontinuing thediscontinuing thediscontinuing the
acknoacknoacknoacknoacknowledgement owledgement owledgement owledgement owledgement offfff
birthdabirthdabirthdabirthdabirthdayyyyys in futurs in futurs in futurs in futurs in future issuese issuese issuese issuese issues.....

Please be assurPlease be assurPlease be assurPlease be assurPlease be assured thated thated thated thated that
wwwwwe are are are are are gre gre gre gre greateful feateful feateful feateful feateful for yor yor yor yor yououououou
advadvadvadvadvocacocacocacocacocacy effy effy effy effy effortortortortorts and ars and ars and ars and ars and areeeee
glad yglad yglad yglad yglad you arou arou arou arou are part oe part oe part oe part oe part of thef thef thef thef the
CASCASCASCASCASA prA prA prA prA progrogrogrogrogram.am.am.am.am.

Governor proclamation brings added focus
Last year, the State

CASA public relations
Workgroup created a three-
year strategic recruitment
plan to increase community
awareness and recruit more
minority volunteers.

To help implement the
plan, Governor Jane Hull
presented State CASA

Program Manager Linda
Wright (pictured at right)
with a proclamation declaring
the last week in October
statewide CASA week.

The recent event helped
the CASA Program take the
first major steptoward the
statewide recruitment and
awareness strategy.
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Coordinator’s Corner
By Laurie Laughlin

The Word is Getting out by La Donna Moss

Each One Reach One

I received a letter from
former CASA, Judy Chervenak.
She writes:

 “I will always be
grateful to the CASA program
and the education and
opportunities that it pro-
vided.”

She wanted to share
with you her perspective of
her CASA child’s adoption.

“After the rain, comes
the rainbow. I experienced my
rainbow today in the form of
an adoption.

I was invited and
privileged to attend the
adoption of my last CASA
child. This beautiful, little 5
year old girl was removed

from her natural mom
because of neglect and abuse,
when she was 8 months old
and placed in foster care. She
remained in foster care and in
the system until a few months
ago when her natural
mother’s rights were severed.

The “rain” in this case
poured heavily throughout 4

years for this little girl. The
child was torn between
visitations, evaluations,
doctor’s appointments for a
physical problem, therapist’s
appointments and learning
how to cope with Reactive
Attachment Disorder.

She was subjected to
visitations with a man who
was named as her biological
father. However, through
paternal testing, he turned out
to be just another one of
mom’s many boyfriends. This
little girl has experienced
many traumatic and emo-
tional situations in her 5
years.

Sometimes when a CASA
is going through the “rain”, it
is difficult to envision a
rainbow. They are there,
however.

The word is getting
out. What a whirlwind the
last couple of months have
been. In August and Sep-
tember, we contacted over
200 people through out-
reach events alone. We
have had the good fortune
to recruit at more events in
our under-represented
communities. We staffed
information booths at two
Latino Institute 2002
Conferences, at Fiesta
Glendale in celebration of
Hispanic Heritage Month,
and at the Arizona Black
Expo to name a few.

The Newspaper Drive
is in full gear. In case you
missed it, we asked all of
our volunteers to send in
their community newspa-
pers, newsletters, and/or
church bulletins. This has
really caught on. Not only
have our volunteers been
picking up publications for

us but also others here at
Juvenile Court!

We send thanks to
Carolyn Edlund, Juvenile
Court Administrator and
David Elston, Administra-
tive Assistant.

In the coming months,
we can look forward to
continuing the Newspaper
Drive and targeting our
communities of faith for
recruitment.

I would like to give a
special thanks to our
Speakers Bureau and
Administrative volunteers
who have helped get the
word out.

Special thankSpecial thankSpecial thankSpecial thankSpecial thanks ts ts ts ts to:o:o:o:o:
Angela Barriga,

Barbara Karim and Anne
Murphy for staffing infor-
mation booths.

John Lare for his
presentation to the
Ahwatukee Kiwanis Club.

Dave Brown, Gilda
Czerwonka, Adele James,
James Lee, Barbara Karim,
and Vicky Orlando for
participating in interviews
that will be used to write
volunteer profiles about
them. The profiles will then
be sent to newspapers
around the Valley.

Mary Fran Christofolo,
Bob Herrmann, and Norm
Plambeck for sending in
their local newsletters and
church bulletins.

Frank and Mary Denz,
Melinda Doto, Kimberly
Hutchens for helping in the
office and putting the
public relations materials
together.

Elizabeth Osborn for

The CASA program is a
wonderful gift to many
children.

This gift is manifested
through the hard work, long
hours and dedication of the
CASA.

I have been out of the
CASA program for over a year
now and sincerely look back
on my time as a CASA as an
invaluable and rewarding
experience. There is no
question that being a CASA
makes a difference in the life
of a child. When a formerly
abused little girl is adopted by
a loving, caring family, then
all is right with the world and
a rainbow does appear. I
encourage each CASA to
diligently work toward your
own rainbow. It’s a glorious
sight!

submitting articles to
several local newspapers in
the Valley.

Ken and Susan Pollock
have been ensuring that the
Mesa Community College
(MCC) students and faculty
hear about CASA.  Ken did
a presentation for a class,
and Susan reserved a table
for us at the MCC Domestic
Violence Awareness Semi-
nar.

Kudos to Joe Orlando
for recruiting Janet Brandon
who completed September
Orientation Training.

After reading all of
this, is it any wonder we
are reaching so many
people with the CASA
message? Thanks to all of
our CASA volunteers.
Without you, we could not
do any of this.

Remember, Each One
Reach One!



CASA Program
Juvenile Court Center
3125 W Durango, Suite 130
Phoenix, AZ. 85009

Contacts and InformationCASCASCASCASCASAAAAA

Durango

Rita Flores 602.506.3935
Bonnie Marcus 602.506.3379

Southeast

3125 West Durango, Suite 130
Phoenix, AZ 85009
FAX - 602.506.5512

1810 South Lewis Street
Mesa, AZ 85210
FAX - 602.506.6570

LocationsLocations Program StaffProgram Staff

Leslie Blakley 602.506.4082
Otis R. Evans 602.506.4425
Rita Laird 602.506.4083
Laurie Laughlin 602.506.3934
Bonnie Lodato 602.506.6491
La Donna Moss 602.506.3930
Esperanza Tavena 602.506.4415


